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School Ethos 

In Poulacapple N.S. we aim to create a positive, 

caring, learning environment that will enable children 

to develop all aspects of their personalities and reach 

their full potential as responsible tolerant members of 

our community.  We promote academic, spiritual,  

emotional, physical, social, cultural development and 

encourage qualities such as a sense of fairness,  

independence, self-esteem, self respect and respect for 

others.  

Tips for Parents 
Ý New Junior Infants enrolling in the school will be brought 

in for an induction morning before the end of the last term,                 
usually in June (provided your child is 4 years on or before 
that day).  

Ý Booklists: Junior Infants will receive their booklist on 
their 

 induction day.  Senior Classes will receive book lists before 
 the Summer holidays.  ñBooklists for all classes will also be  
 displayed in our school window during the summer.ò    
 (A book rental scheme exists in all classes infants to 6th) 
 We ask that all children have their new books and copies 
 covered, and labelled starting school September. 
Ý Collecting Children: It is important to collect your child 

on time.  However in the event of unavoidable delay, please 
ring the school so your child may be reassured.  If your child 
is being collected by an adult other than a parent, please in-
form the class teacher and have your child signed out on    
departure. 

Ý Name tag: all your childôs belongings. 
Ý Encourage your child to do things independently: 
* It is helpful for infants if Velcro, fastening shoes are used   

rather than laces. 
* Encourage confidence by having them dress themselves.   
 Allow time for this in the morning. 
* Zips can sometimes be easier to manage than buttons. 
* Encourage your child to put on and take off coats and hang 

them up, to use the toilet and flush it properly, to tidy up their 
crayons and colouring books. 

* Help them to practice putting things in and out of their school 
bag.  Choose a lunch box and flask that he/she can open  

 easily. 
* Teach them to use a handkerchief or tissue, to share toys, to 

take turns while playing. 
* Encourage your child (as soon as possible) to walk in from the 

school gate by themselves each morning. 
*Additional information available on INTO Website. 
 
It takes time for children to adapt to school life and routine.  Donôt 
expect too much too soon.  Talk to them about what  
happened and allow them to respond in their own way. 
 



Arts and Crafts: 
We have a particular interest in Art & Craft activities in Poulacapple 
N.S.  Our large window at the front of the school serves as a canvas, for 
art displays, ranging from Seasonal  to historical to topical themes.   
We occasionally visit art exhibitions and also enter lots of art          
competitions.   
Our school has been selected to take part in the Creative Schools       
Initiative. This funding aims to develop and celebrate the arts and     
creativity in schools and will allow our children to  further engage and 
explore the arts.  
 
I.T.ï Information and Technology 
With access to computers, interactive screens and Ipads in each class-
room children will become computer literate.  We have a broad range 
of educational computer software and apps to make learning fun for 
your children.   
Children will also have supervised access to the Internet and E-mail.    
Parents and children will be asked to sign our AUP Acceptable Use 
Policy for Internet access.   
 
Charities 
Children are encouraged to support local charities and to be involved in 
the Trocaire Lenten Campaign, Crumlin Childrenôs hospital, NCBI, etc. 
 
Green School: 
We have been rewarded seven Green Flags 
in our school, the most   recent being our 
Global Citizenship- Energy flag. 
 
 
 
 
The First Day at School 
Starting school is a milestone in the life of your child and can be a  
traumatic experience, often more so for the parent than for the child.  
By avoiding a number of pitfalls and by doing some  
advance preparation the change from pre-school to primary school can 
be a smooth one. 
On the big day, if you are upset, donôt show it, leave your child with 
the teacher, and tell him/her you will be back at the appropriate time to 
collect him/her.  If your child is upset, trust the teacher.  The teacher is 
very experienced and knows how to comfort an anxious child. 

POULACAPPLE N.S.  

(Dedicated to St. Oliver Plunket)  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

This booklet contains information about Poulacapple N.S.   

It outlines the ethos of the school and gives an outline of 

rules and policies etc. which have been adopted in order to 

create a positive, safe learning environment for your children. 

On behalf of the staff, I thank you for your support and 

cooperation.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Brian O Halloran 

Principal 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY: 

Poulacapple N.S. is a catholic school in the Diocese of Cashel/Emly and 

under patronage of Archbishop Dr. Kieran OôReilly 

Education in Poulacapple can be traced back to the hedge schools of 

Poulacapple and Garryricken.  The first recognised school being the  

Ormonde pay-school of 1850.  Built by the Ormond/Butler family for 

local children, its first teacher was the Gaelic scholar and folklorist John 

Dunne. (This house is now owned by the OôBrien Family and is next to 

the new modern Poulacapple School, built in 1966.  It is situated in the 

parish of Mullinahone – home of Charles J Kickham – near the Kilkenny 

Border. 

The school over looked by Sliabh na mBan and just a stone throw from 

the 7th century monastic site of Killamery with its 9th Century High 

Cross.  Steeped in history and folklore its pupils and teachers are very 

conscious of this Irish tradition.  The school celebrated its Centenary in 

1991 and published a book ñCentenary of a Rural Schoolò to record 

events for posterity. (Compiled largely by Nora Larkin – Principal  

(1975-2001), in consultation with past and present pupils and teachers of  

Poulacapple N.S. 

 

Recently refurbished, the school is a bright modern compact building – 

creating a happy caring learning environment. 

 

 

School Activities 
Tours: 
Every year the school organise a Junior and Senior school tour. 
Throughout the year  we may also go to a variety of different outings.  
We may go on history trails to create awareness of the locality. 
 
Sponsored Walk: 
Our main fundraising event in the year is our annual sponsored walk.  All  
children participate walking to Corrigans (Junior to 2nd) and Coolagh 
Church (3rd to 6th) and back. We finish with a picnic.  It is usually a very 
enjoyable day with both parents and teachers involved. 
 
Concert: 
Every two years, we stage a Christmas Concert in the school.  This is per-
formed at night time, to facilitate working parents and families.  Every 
child is encouraged to participate, the emphasis being on involvement and 
enjoyment rather than perfection. 
 
Music & Drama: 
Music and drama classes take place for all children.  We also take part in 
the Peace Proms in Kilkenny.  Many young musical stars are recognised. 
 
Sports: 
A variety of sports and competitions are participated in throughout the 
school year including cross country running, soccer, Gaelic football, hurl-
ing and camogie. 
The GAA. Trainers come to the school each week to teach the children 
hurling and football skills. 
Our school participates in the Cumann na mBunscol ñHurling and Foot-
ballò competitions.   
We are proud of our present and past teams winning County finals in 
Girls Football, Camogie and U11 boys football in the Cumann na    
mBunscol. 
After school training in hurling and football take place for children from 
1st to 6th classes. 
We have an area with astro turf which can be used for sports during all 
seasons of the year.  
We encourage all children to participate in all activities to the best of  
their ability. 
 
 
Swimming Lessons; 
1st to 6th Class children are brought for swimming lessons every year. 



SCHOOL UNIFORM: 
Children are required to wear school uniform every day with the  
exception of P.E. Day and school tours.  
  
Poulacapple N.S. school uniform consists: 
Girls: grey skirt/ pinafore/grey uniform pants (not tracksuit bot-
toms),  a maroon grey and white diagonally striped tie, grey shirt, ma-
roon V necked jumper with grey stripe and sensible shoes.   
Boys: grey pants, a maroon grey and white diagonally striped tie, 
grey shirt, maroon V necked jumper with grey stripe and sensible shoes. 
In summertime pupils are allowed to wear grey polo shirts instead of 
long sleeved shirt. 
PE: School Tracksuit available in OôBrienôs Callan & Meehanôs, Mul-
linahone 
School Jackets available in OôBrienôs & Meehanôs Mullinahone but 
are not compulsory.  
 
*It is very helpful if childrenôs personal belongings and books are name 
tagged.  (Personalised name tags can be ordered in OôBriens in Callan. 
 
Health Eating Policy 
A healthy eating policy has been adopted by Poulacapple N.S.  Children 
are encouraged to bring healthy food for lunches.  No crisps, fizzy 
drinks, sweets, chocolate bars or chewing gum.  When preparing lunches 
make things as easy for your child as possible, i.e. Bottles/ flasks/ lunch 
boxes that your child can open easily by themselves.  
Small sandwiches (no cling film), peeled oranges, sliced fruit. 
Our school teams up with óôThe Lunch Bagô. This is a healthy school 
delivery service which provides tasty and healthy preordered lunches to 
our pupils and staff.  
 
Letters to Parents & emails now sent using Aladdin. 
Letters and notices to parents re: meetings, tours, assignments etc. will 
be emailed to all parent through the Aladdin programme or placed into 
childrenôs homework copy or school bag.  It is  
important to check your childôs school bag regularly. 
 
ParentðTeacher Meetings 
In Poulacapple N.S. we usually have one parent-teacher meeting a year.  
However should any parent feel that their child is experiencing  
difficulties, they are welcome to meet the class teacher/Principal by  
appointment.  We encourage you, the parents to keep in close con-
tact with us regarding all aspects of your childôs progress. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 School Name: Poulacapple N.S. 

 dedicated to (St. Oliver Plunket) 
 Address  via Callan 
    Co. Kilkenny 
 
 Website:  www.poulacapplens.ie 
 Email:  poulacapplens@gmail.com 
 
 Telephone:  (052) 9153436 
 
 Teachers:  Brian O Halloran (Principal) 
    5th and 6th Class 
     
    TBC 
    Junior Infants, Senior Infants,  & 1st class 
     
    Conor Hogan 
    2nd, 3rd & 4th   class 
 
 Learning Support / Resource Teachers: 
      Margaret Molloy & Anna Scott  
 
 Special Need Assistants:  
    AnnMarie Lacey 
     
 Secretary:  Helena OôMeara 
 
 Caretaker:  Lily Corrigan 
 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
Fr Danny OôGorman     Sandra McGrath 
Brian O Halloran    Simon McGowan 
Margaret Molloy    Brian OôMeara 

   Mary Coyne (Chairperson)   Richard Mckeever 
 

             



SCHOOL HOURS: 

ü School begins:  8.50am.  

ü Sos:    10.35am. to 10.45am 

ü Lunch:    12.15pm. to 12.45pm. 

ü School finishes:  1.30pm. (Junior & Senior Infants) 

2.30pm. (all other children) 

 

HOMEWORK POLICY: 

Aims: 

1. To involve parents /guardians in their childrenôs progress. 

2. To foster a work ethic in our pupils. 

3. To consolidate and reinforce work covered in class. 

 

Guidelines and Procedures: 

1. Homework to be based on work done in class. 

2. No week-end homework. 

3. Homework notebook will be used and to be signed by parents on 

satisfactory completion. 

4. In giving homework, each childôs ability and circumstances will be 

taken into account. 

5. Homework must be consistent and should not normally take more 

than: 

  15 minutes approximately for Infants to First Class. 

  15-30 minutes approximately for Second to Fourth Class. 

  30-40 max minutes approximately for Fifth and Sixth Class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SCHOOL RULES: 

Children are expected to: 

V Be punctual and attend school regularly.  No responsibility is  

 accepted for pupils  arriving before 8.40am.  Classes will commence  

 at 8.50am   

V Have respect for teachers, other pupils and visitors to the school; to  

 behave in a courteous and mannerly fashion and respond positively to 

 correction and directions from staff both within the school and on   

 occasions where pupils are in the care of teachers/staff for school        

 activities outside the premises. (i.e. matches, tours etc.) 

V Behave in an orderly manner in the school premises and on entering   

and leaving school grounds, with particular attention to road safety,     

i.e. traffic on main road. 

V Pupils are not allowed to leave the school premises without permission.  

If your child is to be collected by an adult other than parent/guardian, 

please inform the  class teacher by phone or a written letter. The person 

collecting may also be requested to sign out your child. 

V Absence of a child must be explained to the class teacher in writing. 

V A policy of healthy eating is encouraged by the school.  Chewing gum, 

lollipops, sweets, fizzy drinks, crisps or bars are not allowed as part of 

childôs lunch. Glass bottles are not allowed for lunchtime drinks. 

V Children should play in their own specified area. i.e. Seniors/Juniors 

V In the interests of safety, children are not allowed to climb on walls or 

gates. 

V Normal day to day problems will be dealt with by the class teacher or 

principal.  If necessary, the parent may be contacted. 

V We ask that our pupils treat each other with respect.  We discourage 

rough play, óplay-fightingô, use of bad language or name calling.  The 

school óAnti Bullying Policyô and óCode of Disciplineô may be viewed  

 on request. 

V If your child has a particular health problem such as allergies, asthma, 

diabetes etc. you should advise the school. 


